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What’s Happening!
- From the desk of James Wilson, DBA Executive Director
The hustle and bustle of the holidays and its frantic
pace have now ended, and 2018 resolutions have
been made (and maybe already broken!). During
the dark and cold times of this winter, we invite you
to share in the sunny accomplishments of the Danville Business Alliance from Oct. 1, 2017 to Dec. 31,
2017:
The 2018 Summer Concert in the Park Series is approximately 80% funded as a result of grants and local
contributions. Further fundraising will occur in 2018.
The Department of Community and Economic Development completed its review of the Keystone Communities
Program grant applications submitted in September
2017, and awarded funding for the redevelopment of
Canal Park.
The DBA Board of Directors thanks J&J Financial for its
commitment to the betterment of our community, as exemplified by their generous contribution to the downtown
community arts center and Canal Park projects.
The DBA began a collaboration with the Montour County
Historical Society, Bloomsburg University, and the
Co- lumbia Montour Visitors Bureau to develop a
Danville historic walking tour app for Smartphones. The
project is tentatively targeted for completion in late 2018.
•

Initial solicitations were sent in early November to new
and renewing DBA members. The rate of retention and
interest by first-time members is triple what it was 12
months ago.

•

•

The recently concluded holiday season in downtown Danville
was successful, greatly aided by the DBA promotions committee’s multi-faceted holiday marketing of downtown holiday
events. Those events were made possible by the generous
cooperation and support of the sponsors listed on page 2 of
the newsletter.
The owners of BJ’s Steak & Rib House, severely damaged in
a fire in April 2014, decided to demolish the building in November. Nevertheless, they have plans to remain in downtown
Danville and resume operation of the restaurant in a new location. The DBA will continue to remain informed about their
plans for the “new” BJ’s as well as its former site.
Two veteran DBA Directors, Amanda Marko and Megan
Scherer, resigned. The Board of Directors replaced them with
BarbaraJean Markason and Catherine Caldwell. In addition,
Brian Wiktor was elevated to DBA Secretary to replace Ms.
Marko.
The promotions committee organized a well-attended quarterly mixer hosted on November 29 by 2 Twisted Sisters
and Triple Play Sporting Goods. Mixers will occur
throughout 2018 on a quarterly basis.
The DBA design committee continued its work on multiple
projects: downtown bike racks, popup art and planters in the
central business district, and storefront signage.
A number of 2018 events are being planned by the DBA executive and promotions committees, and the Danville Arts Council – the Anything But Clothes Fashion Show and fundraiser,
and the 2nd Annual Winter Wine in the Pines Festival, both
in February; and the DBA Annual Meeting in March. Details
about all of these events can be found elsewhere in the
newsletter and on the DBA and DAC websites.

IN THIS ISSUE:
Page 1: Director’s
Report
Page 2: Holiday
Events
Page 3: Committee
News
Page 4: Upcoming
Events

Downtown Danville sparkled throughout the holiday season, due to the addition of new Christmas lights on
Mill Street. Adding to the festivities, the downtown also offered free parking and Christmas music during the
month of December. Shoppers were energized by the stores and businesses that participated in the
Candlelight Preview, the Open House, and Late Shopper’s Night. Some businesses served both snacks and
drinks to their patrons. Many merchants also took part in the ‘Shop Local’ campaign that was held in many
surrounding communities.
The DBA provided free carriage rides to everyone who wanted a unique glimpse of the downtown and
historic areas of Danville. Children had the opportunity to watch the Santa parade and witness Santa’s
arrival on a fire truck. The jolly old elf then took up residence in his fully decorated cottage on Mill Street
Friday nights and Saturday afternoons. Treats were handed out to all of the good children of Danville.
Children (and adults too) enjoyed the chance to pet and interact with Santa’s reindeer, who accompanied
Santa on one Saturday afternoon.

The Danville Business Alliance would like to express our appreciation and thanks to the following
sponsors whose generous support added to the DBAs efforts to make the downtown merry and
bright:

Borough of Danville
FNB Bank, N.A.
Geisinger
Law Offices of Marks, McLaughlin &
Dennehy
Merck Cherokee Pharmaceuticals
Old Forge Brewing Co.
Service 1st Federal Credit Union
Strosser Architecture & Conservation
Villager Realty

2 Twisted Sisters
Anytime Fitness
Bason Coffee Roasting
Bernardi Jewelers
Cole’s Hardware
D’s Clothier
Danville Area Community
Center
English Garden
Kiddie Korner

Merle Norman
Mirror Image Fashions
The Pub II
Red Shale Ridge Winery
Service Electric Cablevision
Shade Mountain Winery
Triple Play Sporting Goods
Trish Ruth, Villager Realty

DBA COMMITTEE NEWS
Design Committee
Quickening its pace through the end of the year, the Design Committee had a busy quarter working on multiple
projects. Moving forward on its bike initiative, it secured design and site approval, as well as funding for 8 downtown
artisan bike racks, accommodating 16 bicycles. Fabrication will be done over the winter by local artist Tom Seay.
Installation will begin in the Spring at sites on Borough property, and at the County parking lot on Front street. Other
downtown sites are under consideration. Planning has also begun on several Spring projects including popup art in
vacant storefronts, self-watering planters in front of participating businesses in the downtown business district, and in
collaboration with the Borough, storefront signage that will be more consistent in design and size. Membership ideas
and interest are always welcome. We encourage our members to consider joining the Design Committee, and if you
are interested in learning more about supporting the bike rack initiative, please contact the DBA office.

Danville Arts Council
The efforts of the DAC this quarter resulted in generous funding of the 2018 Summer in the Park Concert Series by
the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, a state agency, and American Legion Post 40 in Danville. The DAC is also
working to secure matching funds from the community as it organizes the summer performance schedule with John
Brady of Zing Productions. The DAC continues to exhibit its members’ art on a rotating basis at both the Montour
County Courthouse and the Pine Barn Inn. Inquiries and new members are welcome! We let the Halloween spirit
move us on October 14 with the first ever Swing Your BOO-ty Dance Night at Boil Line (thank you Jeremy and
Dina!). The inaugural meeting of the DAC Film Club occurred November 18 at the Booth Theater with the showing
of Harold and Maude – thank you John! Plans are to repeat both the Film Club and Dance Night several times in
2018. Speaking of plans, DAC is already on it to organize a wine and mosaic event in the Spring, the first of a
series of artist talks beginning in March, and a juried art exhibit in connection with Fall Arts and Crafts in
September. In addition to all its other activities in the last quarter, DAC found time to contribute as the primary
community arts partner for the Borough’s “Our Town” grant application to the National Endowment for the Arts. The
application requests funds to redesign the bridge connecting the Beaver Place housing area with Weis Plaza.
Finally, we will be hosting the ABC (Anything But Clothes) Fashion Show at the Pine Barn Inn on the evening
of February 1. This will be a “fun” and a fundraising event for the DAC, so please spread the word. Details about
the event and tickets are at the DAC and DBA websites!

Promotions Committee
On November 29, the Promotions Committee held a well-attended member mixer hosted by two of our newer members, 2 Twisted Sisters and Triple Play Sporting Goods. The next mixer is tentatively planned for February at Anytime Fitness. With generous support of a number of Danville sponsors, the Committee organized another successful
series of holiday events, the details of which can be found on page 2 of the newsletter. In addition, planning started
and is well underway for the 2nd Annual Winter Wine in the Pines Festival on February 10 at the Borough
Ballroom, as well as the 4th Annual Wine in the Pines next June. Watch for more details!

Economic Vitality Committee
The Economic Vitality Committee (formerly the Economic Restructuring Committee) continues to focus on the community arts center and Canal Park projects. Potential funding of $1.75 million for the arts center was included in the
Capital Budget Project Itemization Act, signed by Governor Wolf on November 1. Release of the funding is tied to
several conditions, among them raising a dollar-for-dollar match. The DBA made this a priority and worked on it for a
year, greatly assisted by Senator Gordner and Representative Masser. As a result of the ongoing “From Your Imagination to Danville’s Reality” Campaign, additional support has come from a generous contribution by J&J Financial,
as well as widespread community interest. In keeping with the EVC’s view that a downtown community arts center
will be a critical catalyst for a healthy, sustainable downtown, it is considering other public and private options to fund
the arts center. The Canal Park initiative got a big boost when the state awarded a 3-year, $261,000 grant to the
Borough to fund the Park’s redevelopment. The grant will cover about half the cost of its design and construction.
The remainder continues to be the goal of fundraising efforts by the Borough and the DBA. In the short-term, both will
be working together to submit a grant application to the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources which, if
successful, will fund the rest of the cost. Finally, the EVC will continue to monitor and assist as needed in
the relocation of BJ’s and the disposition of its parcel next to the Geisinger-Mill Street office building.

DANVILLE HOLIDAY EVENTS

Winter should never be dull;!
The Danville Arts Council will be holding its ABC (Anything But Clothes) Fashion Show at the Pine Barn Inn
on Thursday, February 1, 2018. Not your normal fashion show – how could it be if clothes are a disqualifier – this is
your chance to clean out your recycle bin or that basket full of scraps, transform it into fashion, and wear it!
Whether made from cardboard, plastic, paper – you name it – you will be competitive in this contest to decide who
will win the Grand Prize and assorted other prizes for best in category. For more details about how to enter, visit the
DAC website, www.danvilleartscouncil.org.
Winter Wine in the Pines returns on Saturday evening, February 10, this time at the Danville Borough Ballroom.
Hosted by the Danville Business Alliance and with a Valentine’s theme, attendees will be able to sample the offerings
of several regional wineries and brewers, and enjoy locally prepared food pairings, and entertainment by Woody Wolfe
and Gabe Stillman and the Billtown Giants. Tickets will be limited and required for admission. They will be available

for purchase at the Danville Business Alliance, Shade Mountain Winery in Riverside, Red Shale Ridge Winery in
Danville, Old Forge Brewing Company, and online at www.visitdanvillepa.org.
For those wanting a mid-winter music immersion, following close on Winter Wine in the Pines will be Destination
Blues in Berwick, Bloomsburg and Danville February 16-18. On the 16th, Old Forge Brewing Company, LT Evans, and

the Pine Barn Inn will headline the music festival in Danville, where attendees can enjoy some of the best locally
produced beverages and food our area has to offer, and savor some of the best blues in the mid-Atlantic region.
Other performances will be in Berwick and Bloomsburg that night, and exclusively in Bloomsburg, Saturday and
Sunday. For information about the schedule, performers and venues, visit www.destinationblues.org.

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS
•

Maple sugaring at Montour Preserve (sponsored by MARC), Saturday,
Feb. 28, 2018 and Saturday, Mar. 4, 2018

• Humdinger Trail Race—Saturday, March 3, 2018
• DBA Annual Meeting—Saturday, March 17, 2018
• 2018 annual Spring Fling—Saturday, May 5, 2018

Contact Us
For more information about the
DBA, please contact us:
Danville Business Alliance
620 Mill Street
Danville, PA 17821
(570) 284-4502 or 284-4503
(570) 284-4504 (fax)
dbamst@ptd.net
dbadiane@ptd.net
Visit us on the web at
www.visitdanvillepa.org
Or like us on Facebook!

